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The Personal Curriculum -- A Tool to

Modify Michigan Merit Curriculum Requirements

Personal Curriculum: Nuts and Bolts

The personal curriculum is an option initiated by the parent/legal guardian or an
emancipated student that modifies certain requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum
and allows a district to award a regular high school diploma to students who successfully
completed their personal curriculum.

The first step in the process is for the district school board to decide if they want to provide
this option for students to meet the MMC. Use of the PC is a local or PSA board option, not a
requirement and the personal curriculum guidance developed by the MDE is non-regulatory
guidance. The legislative language is clear:

1. The parent/guardian/emancipate student may request and

2. The local board or PSA may award a high school diploma upon successful
completion.

Personal Curriculum Modifications:

e Algebra Il to be taken over two years earn two credits, earn ¥z credit of Algebra Il in
CTE or stop with a ¥z credit of Algebra II.

e One credit of social studies, physical education, health, and visual performing and
applied arts credits to take more math, science, ELA or world languages.

e For a Student With a Disability, a district or PSA may consider modification to any
Michigan Merit Curriculum content expectation made necessary by the student’s
disability. The PC must maintain those expectations necessary for the student to
achieve his or her education and career goals outlined in the Educational
Development Plan. Modifications must be consistent with the student’s learning
ability. A PC may be requested at anytime and can take effect as early as the
beginning of high school.

e Except for students with a disability, the legislation does not allow for modifications
in the following areas: Science, Civics, English Language Arts, World Languages, On-
Line experience.

A PC can be requested anytime, however a modification to math or social studies can not go
into effect except for a Student With a Disability until after the student has earned two
credits in math or social studies. Other allowable modifications can start as early as the
beginning of high school for a Student With a Disability.

Modifications for transfer students can go into effect immediately upon enrolling in school if
they have acquired the equivalent of two years of high school credit.

A PC modifies the high school content expectations but does not change the required
number of 16/18 credits.
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Michigan Merit Personal Curriculum Rules and Responsibilities
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